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Grow or Go?

¢ The two school study commit-
WX tees continue to refine their sepa-
rate approaches to solving the CCS space
problems—the first being to grow the CCS
building where it now stands, and the sec-
ond to go and rebuild in the Foote Field area.
The primary object of both groups, however,
is still to provide Cornwall citizenry with the
information it will need to vote its preference
intelligently in a March referendum.

The Existing Site Study Group has devel-
oped a simplified expansion plan based on
pruning the former Building Committee’s
work. This plan, basically, would reduce the
perimeter of the addition and consequently
the total cost of the project. Eliminated in this
revision would be the rotunda and the com-
munity or multi-purpose room. Also, the
kitchen would be cut back slightly in size
from the former plan. The educational space,
per se, would remain intact. Parking, in this
plan, would be expanded on the firehouse
side of the school property by leveling the
knoll that obstructs the view of cars turning
on to Cream Hill Road from Route 128 and
re-grading the area. The Existing Site Study
Group is operating under the assumption
that Cornwall taxpayers turned down the
former plan primarily because of its cost and
the size of the property tax increase expected
to result.

The New Site Study Group admittedly
must clear several hurdles to reach its goal of
a new school building on a different site, the
major one being the selling of the present
building. This group’s read on the town’s re-
jection of the original plan is that voters felt
that we would not get good value for the $4.7
million that that plan was estimated to cost.
This group sees the present site with its
cramped real estate as a major problem now
and in the future.

On January 10, in open meeting, Jim
Terrall and Alec Frost of the Existing Site
Study Group reviewed Alec’s simplified ver-
sion of the original plan with David Sessions,
president of Casle Corporation, hired by the
town to make impartial cost estimates. On
January 12 Nancy Calhoun, chair of the New
Site Study Group, attended a Cornwall Asso-
ciation meeting to give a status report on the
formidable amount of work done by her
group and a summary of the information
gathered to date. And that same afternoon
she showed the CCS building to a prospec-
tive buyer, a producer of TV commercials.
Earlier in the day, a member of the Cornwall
Association had attested to the basic salabil-
ity of the present school property, having re-
ceived several unsolicited calls from non-
profit entities looking for Cornwall space.
Comparative costs based on Casle’s esti-
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mates for both plans will be
aired in February. Louis
Turpin, an architect spe-
cializing in school build-
ings and retained by AMMUEER A

Nancy’s group to do a conceptual design of a
new building, has assured her committee that
if the numbers he and Casle come up with
show that the new-school solution is impracti-
cal he will say so. Members of the New Site
Study Group are in full agreement with this
position, but are confident that when all the
numbers are taken into consideration their
bottom line will suit the town’s capabilities
and possible future needs. —Scoville D. Soulé

i

Rabies Rundown

That pesky rabies virus, mostly occurring in
raccoons and skunks, is still around. Rabies
normally runs a cycle that enters a specific
geographic area and runs its course before
moving on to another. It's Mother Nature’s
way of cleaning out her closets. After the last
cleaning, however, the virus traveled north
and rather than continuing on to somebody
else’s house, made a U-turn and returned to
Connecticut for another round.

Between 1991 and 2000 the state logged
over 3,605 rabid raccoons, 764 skunks, 156
bats, 79 cats, 43 foxes, 38 woodchucks, 11
cattle, 7 horses, 7 dogs, 3 sheep, 1 otter, 1
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(continued from page 1)
goat, 1 deer, 1 coyote, 1 bobcat, 1 rabbit, and 1
unlucky human.

This amounts to a total of 4,720 animals
infected statewide over a ten-year span, with
452 of those cases occurring in Litchfield
County. During the year 2000 there were 273
cases reported statewide, half of those being
raccoons. Thirty-six of the total cases oc-
curred in Litchfield County. So if you do find
one of nature’s little friends that seems hurt
or confused DO NOT TOUCH! A small bite
from one of these cute little creatures could
cause some physical pain along with the pain
of having to pay large amounts of money to
your local hospital. (Even though they could
use the money these days, I don’t recom-
mend this type of donation.)

Feel free to contact Animal Control Offic-
ers Rick Stone (672-6313) or Brad Hedden
(672-2917) day or night for help with animal
problems. —Ella Clark

Report Card for CCS

Every year at this time, the State Department
of Education provides each school district
with a Strategic School Profile, a statistical
analysis of how the district is doing in com-
parison with other cities and towns.

The profile ranks individual schools not
only against a state average but also against
an Educational Reference Group. An ERG is
simply a group of districts that share similar
determinants of educational achievement:
family income, education of parents, etc. Ob-
viously, Cornwall can be meaningfully com-
pared not to Hartford or Bridgeport but only
to towns with similar demographics, such as
Salisbury or Litchfield.

Some highlights of the CCS profile follow.
Note that the information is derived from
data provided during the 2000-2001 school
year. Figures in parenthesis are ERG data for
comparative purposes:

e Percent of kindergartners who attended
preschool or nursery school, 36.4 (81.9);

e Percent of students in special education
programs, 18.3 (11.7);

e Percent of classrooms wired for Internet,
100.0 (69.6);

e Average class size, four selected grades,
16.5 (18.7);

e Number of students per teacher, 12.2
(17.1);

e Percent of staff retained from previous
year, 77.3 (88.0);

® Average number of teacher-absence days,
5.8 (7.4);

® Percent of students retained in grade, 4.0
(0.7);

» Percent of eighth graders taking high
school level math, 61.1 (30.0);

¢ Percent of eighth graders taking a foreign

language, 77.8 (58.0);

* Percent of students meeting all three State
Mastery Test goals, Grade four, 26.3 (49.1),
Grade six, 33.3 (57.7), Grade eight, 33.3 (57.2);
¢ Percent of students passing all four physi-
cal fitness tests, three selected grades, 35.2
(40.7);

e Cost per pupil, excluding special educa-
tion (in Region One budget) as well as land,
building, and debt service, $8,496 ($6,605).

After a preliminary look at this year’s
profile, Barbara Gold, incoming Chair of the
Board of Education, observed that any statis-
tical comparisons—some higher, some
lower—must be interpreted in context:
“What are the specific goals and values of the
educational community? Of the community
at large? What is the size of the sample
group?”

Barbara also pointed out that events of the
school year being profiled can affect the num-
bers: “For instance, the previous two years at
CCS have been ones of transition, with three
principals and a higher than usual staff turn-
over—for a variety of reasons. In his second
year, after a ‘shakedown’ year, Principal Peter
Coope has begun to implement a new educa-
tional vision with a staff that brings commit-
ment, imagination, and excellence to the CCS
classrooms.” —Bob Potter

Cornwall’s Book

Cornwall in Pictures—highly praised (in The
New York Times) and a bestseller (1,050 copies
printed and all sold in two months)—will be
reprinted and available in late March for
those who missed getting their copy before
Christmas.

The four people who worked on this suc-
cess—Joe Freedman, Alec Frost, Maureen
Prentice, and Charlie Osborne—express sat-
isfaction that their main goals in doing the
book have been accomplished. In the words
of Michael Gannett, to whom the book is
dedicated, they wanted to find some way to
demonstrate that the Historical Soci- &
ety could help people become aware A
of the town’s history. o
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disks. He feels that the resultant digital
photo archive, initiated by the book’s prepa-
ration, is priceless. Alec and Maureen
worked on background and research to iden-
tify people and places, and Charlie wrote the
captions. When their project became known
in the community, they received help from
loaned diaries, letters, and scrapbooks, so, in
fact, many made contributions.

Why is Cornwall in Pictures so successful?
Obviously, the quality is superior. The book
is a reliable history as well as an entertaining
overview. The price (at $25) is modest—the
Society did not think of it as a fundraiser;
rather, they wanted it to be affordable.
Charlie Osborne said he feels “it met a need,
that after nine/eleven, people close to Corn-

wall appreciated the familiar scenes of a dif-
ferent era and the continuity of names of
neighbors in town.” —Ginny Potter

Welcome

Myah Elisabeth to
Thomas and Elisabeth Baird

Jessica Gottesman Zuckerman to Alice
Gottesman and Larry Zuckerman

Good-bye to Friends
Bruce M. Ridgway
Jonas J. Soltis

Land Transfers
Anita Wolkowitz to Adrian and Margaret
Selby, 5.02 acres on Whitcomb Hill Road for
$70,000.

Geoffrey Spicer to Ira and Tricia Shapiro,
5.03 acres on River Road for $105,000.

Cornwall Housing Corp. to Dudleytown
Triangle LLC, 1 acre at Valley and
Dudleytown Roads for $22,500.

Our EMTs and What They Do

Sometimes we hear the question, “What does
EMS stand for?” Your Emergency Medical
Service, part of the Cornwall Volunteer Fire
Department (CVFD), provides several levels
of emergency medical response and care.

A total of 17 Emergency Medical Techni-
cians make up the ambulance squad. Most
are EMT-Is, with training beyond the basic
level. Most are available all hours of every
day, all year. Some are cross-trained as both
EMTs and firefighters (and firefighters often
assist on EMT calls).
< Cornwall’s Emergency Medical Service
adoesn’t stop with our EMTs, for that’s only

_olds? the first level of emergency response. When a
" 408 are in the book and also preserved on

patient’s circumstances require advanced
treatment, paramedics are called from
Amenia or Torrington. Their quick response
enables them to meet our ambulance at a pre-
arranged spot, or even to arrive at the scene
of the accident. Weather permitting, serious
cases are taken by LifeStar (14 helicopter
minutes from Hartford) to Waterbury or
Hartford hospitals. For instance, a recent ski-
ing accident at Mohawk brought four levels
of care into play. Three Ski Patrol EMTs
brought the patient off the slope. The Corn-
wall ambulance arrived. Simultaneously,
LifeStar and paramedics from Amenia had
been called. Emergency personnel from four
organizations worked together.

In addition, mutual aid is often ex-
changed with nearby towns. A recent Sun-
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day saw our ambulance and crew called to
Mohawk. Enroute, a second call came for a
fallen-tree victim off Route 45. Sharon’s am-
bulance responded to that one, with other
Cornwall EMTs and firefighters. Then a third
call came for a medical emergency near
Cornwall Hollow. Goshen responded, with
still other Cornwall personnel. With guid-
ance from Litchfield County Dispatch (911),
the three towns attended to the three emer-
gencies with no appreciable delay.
Cornwall’s EMTs and firefighters appre-
ciate the continued support of the commu-
nity. The CVFD has the benefit of up-to-date
equipment and resources. Recently, several
new members joined the ambulance squad.
Additional firefighters and ambulance per-
sonnel are always needed and welcome.
—Huntington Williams
Editors” Note: The skiing accident referred to
in the story above involved an 11-year-old Mary-
land girl, Emily Ehrenreich, who died in Hartford
Hospital three hours after her accident. This was
Mohawk’s first fatality in its 55-year history.

Breakfast with Rotary

The dining room at the Cornwall Inn is
crowded at 8:15 this Saturday morning; it’s the
weekly meeting (open to everyone) of the Ro-
tary Club of Litchfield Hills. I pay $6 for a con-
tinental breakfast—and a continental break-
fast is exactly what I get. Next to me is Jean, a
French documentary photographer from
Canaan. (His wife is here too; Rotary, once a
male bastion, now admits couples and
women.) “I grew up in Africa,” he says. “My
business used to be photographing the Third
World; now I tell stories to schoolchildren
about Africa.” Also here are a former Fiat ex-
ecutive from Litchfield, originally from Italy,
an oncologist from the Bronx (originally from
India), an international lawyer from Kent, and
the Treimann family of East Cornwall.

John Leich (a member of the Salisbury
Rotary Club) says, “The new club is the re-
sult of tireless efforts of [President-elect] Ann
Treimann, ably assisted by her father Don,
who is Rotary International representative at
the United Nations.” I also learn that the ori-
gins of the group derive in part from a Corn-
wall Community Forum finding that our
town needed a service club.

The club started meeting in March at the
Warren General Store until it found space at
the Cornwall Inn. Chartered in June, it has
about 25 members including two school
principals, a painter, an airlines executive, a
social worker with Jewish Family Services, a
writer, a dentist, a cardiologist, and several
portfolio managers. Five of its members,
many of whom are new to Rotary, are from
Cornwall. The club is rare in that it meets on
Saturday mornings. “We particularly
wanted to interest weekenders,” Ann tells
me. Not only do they add to the variety of the

Letters to
the Chronicle

SCHOOL CHALLENGES

The New Site Study Group is faced with
several challenges, two of which we are seeking|
help to solve.

By far the biggest hurdle is selling CCS, get-
ting as much money as possible for the property,
and, if possible, putting it onto the tax roll.
Some form of housing has a fairly expensive
renovation cost. Headquarters for a small busi-
ness would require fewer renovations; the build-
ing would be ideal for financial, technological, or
professional offices. Sadly, there were over 30
million square feet of office space lost in New
York City on September 11. Many firms are relo-
cating or establishing branch offices. I would like
to hear from people with contacts who might
help us find some potential buyers.

Our second appeal is for land suitable for a
new school. The committee has located 8.8 acres
adjacent to Foote Fields on Route 4, and the
owners are willing to talk with the town. That
land is fairly level, central to most of Cornwall,
and next to the playing fields the town already
owns. However, other parcels might be suitable
as well.

If you have any ideas or suggestions for ei-
ther of these challenges, please give me a call at
672-6747.

—Nancy Calhoun, Chair,
New Site Study Group

A BOON FROM THE CASTLE

When Coltsfoot Farm was subdivided in
1992, the Calhoun family gave a ot at the end of
Valley Road to the Cornwall Housing Corpora-
tion (CHC) for its Parcel Program. This 1.5 acre
triangle was won in the CHC's lottery by a
teacher at Marvelwood School, and despite a

lawsuit brought by the then owner of the Castle,
a zoning permit was obtained.

But Marvelwood moved to Kent, and several
subsequent Parcel Program candidates have
turned thumbs down of the valley site, which
used to be a gravel pit and is somewhat dark and
difficult to use. The last rejection was at the time
the Castle changed hands, and the CHC board
decided to approach the new owners with the
idea of selling this parcel to them or exchanging
it for other more buildable land.

Before this step was taken, the Castle owners
made identical overtures to the CHC, and after
exploring several options, the parties agreed to a
sale. The buyers have paid the appraised value,
and have capped it off with an enormously gen-
erous donation. Thus the initial gift from the
Calhouns has permitted the CHC to access addi-
tional funds from still another community-
minded neighbor to buy more land for the Parcel
Program.

There are two morals to this tale: 1) If you
have an extra few acres or excess income, please
think of the CHC; 2) If you fit our financial
guidelines (what renter doesn’t?), and your liv-
ing situation depends on your landlord’s whim,
and you'd like eventually to own your own
house, please apply now to the Parcel Program.
For information, call 672-6251. Getting on our
waiting list could be your first step to a perma-
nent home in town.

—Maggie Cooley, President, CHC

club’s membership, she says, but participa-
tion in the club increases weekenders’ in-
volvement in local affairs. The club is rare in
other ways as well. “In all of my travels,”
says Jean, “I have never known a Rotary
Club with a dynamic like this one. Lots of
our members do business with foreign coun-
tries, so we are international in scope, not a
closed community. Many clubs miss the fact
that what happens in other countries affects
us; we try to break down those walls.”
Members listen actively to their speakers.
Today, they are impressed by Carol Lugar’s
Mohawk Ski Area programs for kids; they
offer ideas for her to get free advertising.
And when a young doctor from Mali, visit-
ing from Cornell, describes his public health
project, they suggest that he write up a pro-
posal for the club to consider. “We are very
much a hands-on grass-roots group,” says
Ann. “We encourage new members who
could volunteer in the Third World and lo-
cally, people who want to help us make a dif-
ference.” —Ella Clark

New Director at Park and Rec.

Cornwall’s Park and Recreation Commission
has a new part-time director—Bethany Lyon
Thompson. A graduate of HVRHS, she went
on to earn an MA in child and family services
from UCONN. She works for an interna-
tional adoption organization and has placed
over 80 children from more than seven differ-
ent countries. In 1998, Bethany settled in
Cornwall with her husband, John. “We
wanted to raise our children in a close-knit

and supportive community,” she says.
Since becoming director in October,
Bethany has taken over much of the organiza-
tion of the many Park and Rec. events and
programs. In addition, she has begun to as-
semble a manual which will help the volun-
teers who take responsibility for the dozens of
events that occur each year. She has also re-
duced the blizzard of paper created by the
many flyers that children bring home from
school each week by listing on a single page all
events for two months at a time. Her newest
(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)
endeavor is to work with the commission to
introduce much needed activities for the older
children of Cornwall, sixth through twelfth
graders, beginning this winter and spring.
When asked why she wanted to take the
position of director, Bethany replied, “I enjoy
planning and organizing as well as working
with families and children. This job allows
me to do all of that and serve my community
at the same time.” —Carla Bigelow

“Money Pitch”

An odd headline?

Well, “money pitch” is just what your
Chronicle editors have long called the earnest
but gently humorous appeal for funds that
always accompanies the coupon below. This
month the appeal takes on new meaning, not
because we need money more than ever (we
always need money more than ever), but be-
cause we now know how town monthlies (if
any) are financed in neighboring communi-
ties.

Thanks to reporter David Parker of the
Waterbury Republican-American, we’'ve
learned that the Kent selectmen have just ap-
proved a $5,000 annual grant to get such a
publication started. Goshen taxpayers pony
up about the same sum to keep Town Topics
going. In Salisbury, a budget line item of
$6,000 pays most of the cost of that town'’s
Sampler. The Warren Observer is published by
The Webster Society, privately funded. Date-
line Sharon, a single-sheet monthly, is covered
by a line item in the budget.

In this mix, the Cornwall Chronicle is
unique. Quirky, perhaps, but unique. It
avoids the calendar-and-official-informa-
tion-only character that comes with tax sup-
port. (Why waste public money pursuing a
meandering moose or fussing about the sym-
bolism of a straw man on a fence?) It is the
only publication of its size supported en-
tirely by its readers. Writers, artists, editors—
these come for free. But we do have costs—
composition, printing, mailing. That’s why
there’s one feature you'll always be able to
count on, the “money pitch.” Please . . . and
thank you.

Y€S, Iwant the Chronicle to continue.
Here is my tax-deductible contribution of:

Name

Address

City/St/Zip

3 Please mail the Chronicle to the out-of-town address
above; a $10 contribution will be appreciated.

Events & Announcements

Open Walls at the Library: March brings the
last chance to see how much art can be
squeezed into the current Library building.
Cornwall artists of all ages are invited to
bring their ready-to-hang artwork to the Li-
brary on March 2 from 1 to 3 p.M. You can
make this last show at the old Library a good
one! Questions? Call Ellen Moon, 672-6726.

Salisbury School Skating: Free skating at
the school rink is offered to Cornwall resi-
dents on Monday, February 18, from 9:30 to
10:30 A.M. As usual, hats required.

Poetry Reading: Come read, chant, sing, and
howl your latest poems at Cornwall’s Fifth
Annual Poetry Slam. On Saturday, March 9,
at 4 p.M. in the Town Hall everyone is invited
to read or listen. Sponsored by the Friends of
the Cornwall Library; refreshments for all.
Please call Phyllis Nauts at 672-6608 to make
sure you get a place in the lineup.

Art in Cornwall: During February the Li-
brary will feature presidential portraits by
CCS eighth grade students. At the National
Iron Bank, Richard Griggs will be exhibiting
both suspended and wall sculptures, some
with a Valentine’s Day theme.

Visit to Jubilee School: Cornwallians young
and old are invited to Philadelphia from
March 7 to 9 (snow dates March 14 to 16). Visi-
tors will be hosted by Jubilee School fami-
lies—as Jubilee children and adults are hosted
by Cornwall people during their annual visit
in June. Parents are strongly urged to accom-
pany their kids. For more information call
Nita Colgate, 672-6797, before February 21.

“Presidents’ Day” Pasta Supper: Truly presi-
dential fare will be offered at the Wandering
Moose on Tuesday, February 12 (snow date
February 19). Sittings are 5:00, 6:30, and 8:00
p.M.; takeout is also available. Cost is $10 ($5
for children 12 or under). For details and tick-
ets call K. C. Baird at 672-6578 (work) or 672-
2773 (home). This is a benefit for—and served
by—the Republican Town Committee.

Corndance Film Festival: Hand your creative
muse a video camera and tell a story that
might win a prize at the Town Hall on April 7.
Entries can be up to ten minutes long, fiction
or non-fiction (documentaries, faux commer-
cials, dramas, silent films, music videos, etc.).
Blowhards, know-it-alls, and children are wel-
come. Submissions are due March 22 on VHS
tape. Entry fee: $9.99. Technical film work-
shop: February 22 (details to come). Call Lib
Tobin-Terrall (672-2407) for information, or
Donna Murphy (672-6896) for where to send
submissions. Sponsored by Park and Rec. and
Friends of the Cornwall Library.

Property Tax Appeals: Application forms for
the Board of Assessment Appeals hearings to
be held March 6 to 9 are available now from
the Town Clerk or the Assessor’s Office.
They must be filed at the Town Office—not
just postmarked—by February 20. This year,
if all available appointment slots are taken,
additional hearings will be arranged March
13 to 16. Applicants will be notified by mail
or phone of their hearing times. The board
asks that any information relevant to making
a decision (e.g., maps, comparative property
data, realtor appraisals) be brought to the
hearings. For further information call the
Town Office, 672-2709.

Soccer Referee Course: Anyone wishing to
become a certified referee can attend a course
beginning February 19 and running for six
consecutive Tuesdays from 6 to 9 .M. at UCC.
For information and registration call Matt
Mette, 364-1400.

Peter Busby and Sally Pettus, multimedia
artists, will show slides of their work, mostly
sculpture, and talk about the creative process
on Saturday, February 16, from 4 to 6 p.m. at
the Cornwall Library. Admission, $8, Chil-
dren under 12 free. Sponsored by Friends of
the Cornwall Library for the benefit of the
Library’s operating expenses. Tickets may be
purchased at the door or reserved by calling
672-1007. Refreshments will be served.

Game Night: Bring your favorite board
games to the West Cornwall Firehouse on
February 15, 7 to 9 p.M., and enjoy free pizza
and beverages courtesy Park and Rec.

Cornwall in 1801 by Elijah Allen has been re-
published by the Cornwall Historical Society
and is available for purchase ($5) at the Society
and the town libraries. Originally published in
1985 and for several years now out of print,
the 40-page booklet presents the notes of
Elijah Allen (1748-1802) written in response to
a request from Benjamin Trumbull and Noah
Webster, who were writing a state history.
Michael Gannett organized the writings by
topic and added informative footnotes. The
result is a view of the earliest period of Corn-
wall by a contemporary.
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