
Then and Now: 
Some Cornwall Statistics

Getting hard statistical data about Cornwall is challenging. Until he moved away from Cornwall last year, the 
Chronicle relied on David Grossman to produce insightful analyses of census and other information. He is, 
alas, impossible to replace. Nevertheless, with the help of the Northwest Hills COG (Council of Governments), 
CERC (Connecticut Economic Resource Center) and most of all Michael R. Howser, director of the Connecticut 
State Data Center, I have attempted to put together some decently reliable comparative figures on 
demographics and incomes. 
	 In assembling these population numbers, I discovered that the more up-to-date figures (for 2014, and 
projections for 2020, for example) showed such improbable fluctuations and had such high margins of error 
that to use them would be misleading. (This type of gyration is not surprising, given our small population and 
the tiny sample size used by the Census Bureau in between decades.) So I contented myself with a 20-year 
comparison using the reliable figures from the decennial censuses of 1990, 2000, and 2010; these numbers 
are derived from an actual house-to house survey. Rightly or wrongly, I had fewer misgivings about using the 
recent income figures, since such data has always been derived from a limited sample (either the old “long 
form” or the American Community Survey method adopted in 2005 by the Census Bureau). 

 —Paul De Angelis

Fulltime Population of Cornwall, 1990 to 2010
The big change in age distribution over these two decades was between younger and older working-age 
adults (ages 21 to 44 and 45 to 64, respectively). The younger category declined precipitously (from a 34 
percent to a 22 percent share), while the share of older working age adults jumped from 25 percent to 39 
percent. This shift in proportion accounts for the jump in the median age from under 40 years old to over 
50. During the same period there was only a slight decline in the percentage of kids ages 0 to 20 (from 24 
percent to 21 percent), and only a slight corresponding increase in the percentage of seniors 65 and older 
(from 18 percent to 21 percent). A similar trend can be seen in neighboring towns and both county- and 
statewide, though it is not quite so dramatic at the greater geographic level.

Blue: Under 21
Red: Ages 21–44
Green: Ages 45–64
Purple: Ages 65 and over

Cornwall Population by Age Group
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Blue: Fulltime residents
Red: Second/vacation 
home residents

Cornwall Population Including Part-time Residents

Total Cornwall Population (full- and part-time), 1990 to 2010
The decennial census does not attempt to survey part-time or second-home population, but it does track 
the number of housing units officially labeled “vacant: for seasonal, recreational, or occasional use.” 
Following David Grossman’s example, I have derived what seems to me a reasonable estimate of this 
population total by multiplying the number of such “housing units” by the median owner-occupied 
household size. The result shows a doubling of this number over the past twenty years, and an increase in 
its percentage of the combined full-time and part-time population from 21% to 33%, a 12% increase that 
dwarfs the increases in neighboring towns (Salisbury 5%, Warren 6%, Sharon and Kent 7%) not to mention 
the minimal increases on the county or state level.
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Median household income for Cornwall & neighboring towns, 1990 to 2014
The above figures for median household income from 2010, and 2014 are derived from the American 
Community Survey of the Census Bureau, while those for 1990 and 2000 are derived from the old census 
“long form” and come from the NHGIS (National Historic Geographic Information System) Census file, and 
actually reflect values from the preceding year. Italicized values come with significantly high margins of 
error, and all of the figures should probably be taken with a large grain of salt. Nonetheless, certain trends 
seem definitive: that 1) the median income in Cornwall and most neighboring towns has risen dramatically 
over the last 20-some years, perhaps even doubling; 2) the increase has also been dramatic both county- 
and statewide, though less so.


